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Statement on the Murder of Dr. Barnett Slepian
October 24, 1998

I am outraged by the murder of Dr. Barnett
Slepian in his home last night in Amherst, NY.
The Department of Justice is working with State
and local authorities to find the person or per-
sons responsible and bring them to justice.
While we do not have all the facts of this case,
one thing is clear: this Nation cannot tolerate
violence directed at those providing a constitu-
tionally protected medical service.

No matter where we stand on the issue of
abortion, all Americans must stand together in
condemning this tragic and brutal act. We must
protect the safety and freedom of all our citi-
zens.

Hillary and I extend our thoughts and prayers
to the family of Dr. Slepian.

Remarks at a Reception for Senator Barbara Boxer in Los Angeles
October 24, 1998

Thank you very much. Well, thank you for
the wonderful welcome. Thanks for the
raincheck. [Laughter] I want to thank Jim and
Holly for having us here in this beautiful, beau-
tiful setting tonight. I’d like to also acknowledge
the presence in the audience of Congresswoman
Jane Harman and Congressman Brad Sherman.
I thank them for being here. Hello, Brad. There
you are.

I just came from an event for Janice Hahn,
who is running to succeed Jane Harman in the
Congress. And I told the audience something
I feel almost constrained to also say to you.
This last week I had was a rather interesting
one. [Laughter] I was home at 3 and 4 o’clock
in the morning 4 or 5 times, and then on the
last marathon day I was up for 39 hours. And
I didn’t even do that in college. [Laughter]

Now, when I go out, as we are tonight, to
give a speech, it’s always covered by the press.
We feed these microphones into the press that
is traveling with me, and there’s a member of
the press here tonight. And I always get these
cards from my staff, these nice little cards that
says Jim and Holly Brooks and all the reasons
I’m for Barbara Boxer, as if I didn’t know, and
all that. [Laughter] And then what I did—it’s
too small a card, she said. [Laughter] And then
what I do is I take these little cards, and I
write on them, these things, you see? And no
one can read my writing. And at my age, even
I can’t read it when it’s this small. [Laughter]

So the last thing they said to me when I
got off the plane was, ‘‘You went 39 hours with-
out sleep; you’ve slept one night, last night, and
got a little nap on the plane. Don’t forget that.
Read this card.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘We’re afraid of
what you will say if you—read this card.’’
[Laughter]

So I was on the way over here tonight, and
I called Hillary, who wishes she could be here
for this family event, to be with Barbara and
Stu and Nicole and Doug and Tony and our
nephew, Zach. And she said, ‘‘Read this card.’’
[Laughter] So I think I’ll read this card. [Laugh-
ter]

Let me say first of all, I’m very honored to
be here because Barbara Boxer is not just my
friend; she is really my colleague, and I believe
in her. I believe in the depth of her passion
and the purity of her heart and the determina-
tion of her service. You clapped when she said
I helped to bring California back from the worst
recession you’ve had in the long time. Don’t
forget that, apart from whatever we did specifi-
cally for this State, it all began with one vote
in August of 1993 for the economic plan that
reduced the deficit by 93 percent before the
bipartisan balanced budget bill passed.

That’s what brought the interest rates down,
got the investment going, got the economy going
again. And when that vote was cast, there was
not a single member of the other party who
voted for it. It passed by one vote in the Senate
and one vote in the House, only. If she had
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